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Trudy Sondrol Wasson and the 

1955 Singer Junior Dressmaking Contest 
 

At the start of her senior year in high school, Trudy entered the 1955 Singer 

Junior Dressmaking Contest.  She was the winner in the senior division in both the 

local and regional contests, and her dress was entered in the national contest. 

 

Singer Sewing Company for several years sponsored various sewing contests, including the Singer 

Junior Dressmaking Contests.  Trudy Sondrol Wasson entered the 1955 contest at the start of her 

senior year in high school. 

 

In order to enter the 1955 contest, Trudy had to enroll in the Junior Dressmaking Course at a 

Singer Sewing Center by August 20, where she would receive eight 2 ½ hour lessons from Singer 

instructors.  Her dress had to be completed by September 3. 

 

 
Trudy’s senior year in high school 
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Singer advertises the 1955 Singer Junior Dressmaking Contests, introducing senior and junior 

divisions for the first time that year.  Trudy entered the contest in the senior division. 
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For her dress, Trudy started with the McCall’s pattern 3119.   

 

 
McCall’s pattern 3119 

 

Her dress was described as a princess-styled semi-formal, made of disciplined cotton in Nile 

green.  She added machine-embroidered rosebuds to outline the scoop neckline, and repeated 

these on the flared skirt. 
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Trudy models her dress. 
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There no color photos of the dress.  There is some disagreement about what color Nile green  

is, although the shade on the left does seem to be the most common one by this name. 

 

 
A closer look at the machine-embroidered roses 

 

The local Singer Junior Dressmaking Contest fashion show was held at the Roosevelt Hotel in 

downtown Cedar Rapids on September 14, 1955.   

 

 
The fashion show invitation included reserved seats for Trudy’s parents, Iver and Evelyn Sondrol. 
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Trudy came in first place in the senior division in the local contest.  Her dress was then sent on to 

compete in the regional contest in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

 

    
Trudy’s winning of the local Singer Junior Dressmaking Contest senior division is reported in the 

Cedar Rapids Gazette, September 15, 1955. 
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Trudy competed with 53 girls from Iowa, Illinois and Wisconsin in the Singer Junior Dressmaking 

Contest’s senior division at the regional contest held in Milwaukee in the fall of 1955.  Trudy once 

again came in first place in the senior division. 

 

     
News coverage of Trudy’s winning the regional contest in Milwaukee, Cedar Rapids Gazette, 

October 2, 1955 
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As the winner of the regional contest, Trudy won a $300 college scholarship.  Trudy also received 

a telegram from the Singer Sewing Company which stated, “Congratulations…Your wonderful 

new slant needle portable Singer Sewing Machine is waiting for you at your Cedar Rapids shop.” 

 

 
Certificate awarding Trudy a $300 college scholarship after she won the regional Singer Junior 

Dressmaking Contest held in October 1955. 
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As a regional winner, Trudy also won a 1955 Singer Slant Needle Portable Sewing Machine like 

the one pictured here. 

 

Trudy’s winning dress was then sent to New York to compete as one of 33 regional winners for a 

grand prize of $1000, and an expense paid 3-day trip to New York for the Top 4 finishers in each 

division and their mothers.  However, Trudy’s dress did not place in the Top 4 nationally. 
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The top 4 finishers in both the junior and senior divisions of the 1955 national Singer Junior 

Dressmaking Competition 



Trudy Sondrol Wasson and the 1955 Singer Junior Dressmaking Contest 11 

Trudy continued with her sewing as an adult, working for several years as a professional 

dressmaker and seamstress.  She received a diploma from the National School of Dress Design in 

1965.   

 

 
Trudy’s National School of Dress Design diploma 
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In 1966, Trudy was awarded a certificate from the Academy of Millinery Design after she 

completed a course in Professional Millinery. 

 

 
Trudy’s course completion certificate from the Academy of Millinery Design 

 

After moving with her family to Wheaton, Illinois in 1970, Trudy’s professional sewing career was 

tied to a local needlepoint and craft shop, where Trudy primarily did the finishing work for its 

customers’ various needlepoint projects. 

 

After moving to Oelwein, Iowa in 1976, Trudy’s professional sewing career came to an end as she 

focused more on rosemaling.  She continued to sew for herself and her family.  She later began 

quilting, entering a business partnership with her daughter Julie and becoming a prize-winning 

quilter. 
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